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il BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to 
1=^ 20 communications systems^ and more specifically to a highly 

available communications system capable of circuit 
reestablishment and tear-down without manual 

intervention . 

A conventional communications system includes a 
25 plurality of nodes interconnected by at least one 

communications circuit or path to form a network. For 
example, each node may comprise a computer system or some 
other device such as a router or switch. Each router 
included in the communications system is typically 
30 configured to forward communications packets to at least 

one neighboring node on the network by receiving a packet 
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at one of its input ports, determining the destination 
address by examining information in the header field of 

the packet , and_ sending the __p.acket to the appro priat e 

output port. Each router typically forwards packets by 
5 way of hop-to-hop" routing or explicit routing. In hop- 

to-hop routing, each router individually determines where 
to forward a packet based on the packet header 
information and topology information gathered by a 
routing protocol. In explicit routing, each router 
10 forwards packets along a previously established 

^3 communications path that is indicated in the packet 

£fl ' header field. Such paths are established by way of a 

f'^ signaling protocol that programs and maintains the 

«S communications paths interconnecting the plurality of 

'^^ 15 network nodes. Control packets are sent by the signaling 

P protocol to establish, modify, and tear-down data paths 

that are used to transmit data packets. For example, the 
signaling protocol may be a connection-oriented protocol 
h^- such as the Constraint-based Routing Label Distribution 

20 Protocol (CR-LDP) or a connectionless protocol such as 

the Resource Reservation Protocol (RSVP-TE) . Further, 
the signaling protocol may employ an in-band control 
technique, in which the control packets are sent between 
neighboring nodes along the same communications path as 
25 the data packets. Alternatively, the signaling protocol 

may employ an out-of-band control technique, in which the 
control packets and data packets are sent between the 
neighboring nodes along respective communications paths. 
In addition to forwarding packets, the router typically 
30 uses the signaling protocol to monitor the condition of 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. FJFNX-177XX 
WEINGARTEN, SCHURGIN, 
GAGNEBIN & HAYES LLP 
TEL. {617) 542-2290 
FAX. (617) 451-0313 



-3- 



C J 



the communications paths and .the devices connected 
thereto. For example, the router may periodically send 
control _ packe.ts. comprising me ssages , e._g_^,_„^^ keep-alive''^ 



messages conforming to the CR-LDP protocol, to at least 
5 one device by way of a communications path to determine 

whether the communications path and/or the device 
connected thereto are functioning properly. The router 
typically starts at least one timer and waits for a 
response to the keep-alive message during a predetermined 

10 time interval of the timer. If an appropriate response 

to the keep-alive message is received at the router 
during the predetermined time interval, then it is 
concluded that the communications path and the device 
connected thereto are functioning properly. 

15 One drawback of the conventional communications 

system is that when the router is monitoring the 
condition of the communications paths and neighboring 
devices, the router typically deprograms, i.e., '''tears- 
down" the communications path if the appropriate response 

20 to the keep-alive message is not received before the 

timer expires. As a result, the transfer of data between 
the router and the device along the communications path 
stops. This may be acceptable for communications systems 
that employ in-band control techniques because if control 

25 packets such as responses to keep-alive messages cannot 

be received along a particular communications path, then 
data probably cannot be successfully transferred along 
that same communications path. However, such tearing- 
down of communications paths can be problematic for 

30 communications systems that employ out-of-band control 
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techniques. For example, even though responses to keep- 
alive messages may not be receivable by way of the 

communications- path _handling___the _ control packets, the_ 

communications path handling the data flow may still be 
5 capable of transferring data packets between the network 

nodes. Tearing-down such a viable data path is generally 
unacceptable in a highly available communications system. 
One approach to solving this problem is to configure the 
router's timer so that it never expires. However, this 

10 may result in dangling resources on the network if the 

control path between the router and the device is never 
reestablished. Moreover, some action on the part of an 
operator of the communications system may be required to 
rectify the resulting dangling resources problem. 

15 It would therefore be desirable to have a highly 

available communications system that is capable of 
circuit reestablishment and tear-down without requiring 
manual intervention by an operator of the communications 
system. 

20 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
A highly available communications system is provided 
that is capable of circuit reestablishment and tear-down 
without manual intervention. The communications system 

25 includes a plurality of nodes interconnected by a 

plurality of communications circuits or paths to form at 
least one network. In a preferred embodiment, the 
network is a Multiple Protocol Label Switching based 
network having a ring topology for high bandwidth. The 

30 plurality of nodes includes at least one ingress node 
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originating a communications path and at least one egress 
node terminating a communications path, and at least a 

. portion of t he p lur ality of _ nodes is config ure d to 

forward communications packets (e.g., control packets and 
5 data packets) to respective neighboring nodes on the 

network. The nodes may forward packets by way of hop- 
to-hop" routing or explicit routing. The nodes forward 
control packets on the network by , way of a signaling 
protocol employing an out-of-band control technique. 
10 Each node configured to forward packets is connected to 

^3 at least one other node on the network by at least one 

control path and at least one data path. The data paths 
f"^ interconnecting the nodes transfer data packets between 

at least one source node and at least one destination 
15 node on the network, and the control paths transfer 

control packets between the nodes including messages for 
programming and maintaining the data paths. The 
signaling protocol may be a connection-oriented protocol 
or a connectionless protocol. In a preferred embodiment, 
20 the signaling protocol is the connectionless Resource 

Reservation Protocol . 

At the top of the signaling software stack is a 
network management protocol such as the Simple Network 
Management Protocol that controls the flow of data to and 
25 from the layers in the stack below. The network 

management protocol interfaces with the application 
layer. This layer in turn interfaces with the central 
protocol manager, which comprises a routine at the next 
lower layer within the software stack. The central 
30 protocol manager interfaces with the routing topology 
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manager, which comprises a routine in the same layer of 
the stack as the central protocol manager. The central 

protocol manager als o interfaces with t he signaling 

protocol in the layer directly below. This layer 

5 interfaces with the router's switching hardware, which in 

a preferred embodiment comprises an OC-192 data 
communications interface . 

In a preferred embodiment, an instance of the 
central protocol manager is resident on each node. The 
10 central protocol manager is operative to monitor, 

establish/reestablish, modify, and tear-down 

communications paths interconnecting the network nodes. 
In a preferred embodiment, the central protocol manager 
running on a first node periodically sends a PATH message 
15 conforming to the Resource Reservation Protocol by way of 

l3 the switching hardware to at least one second node along 

1^ a communications path. If the central protocol manager 

running- on the first node receives an RESV message in 
response to the PATH message from the second node before 
2 0 the expiration of a predetermined time interval, then it 

may be concluded that the communications path and the 
second node connected thereto are functioning properly. 
If the predetermined time interval expires before the 
RESV message is received at the first node, then the- 
25 central protocol manager running on the first node 

determines whether a forwarding state defining a data 
transmission channel along the communications path 
between the first and second nodes is established. If 
the central protocol manager determines that the 
30 forwarding state along the communications path is not 
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established^ then the central protocol manager, 
automatically tears-down the communications path. If the 
central prot ocol manager d etermines tha t the forwarding 
state along the communications path is established, then 
the central protocol manager does not tear-down the 
communications path . 

In a preferred embodiment, an instance of the 
routing topology manager is also resident on each node. 
The routing topology manager is operative to acquire data 
relating to the topology of the network. In one 

embodiment, the routing topology manager acquires network 
topology data by sending suitable control messages to 
different parts of the network by way of the switching 
hardware, and receiving control messages including 
topology data in response thereto from at least one node. 
The topology data is transported through the signaling 
software stack to the central protocol manager, which 
uses the data, to deduce changes in the network topology 
including a link failure (i.e., a fiber cut), a link 
restoration, a node failure, a node deletion, and a node 
addition. If the deduced change is a link failure, a 
link restoration, or a node failure, then no further 
action is taken. If the deduced change is a node 
deletion, then the central protocol manager determines by 
way of the topology data whether the node being deleted 
is an ingress node or an egress node, i.e., whether the 
deleted node originated or terminated any paths that 
include the node on which this instance of the central 
protocol manager is resident. In this case, the 

communications paths cannot be recovered and must be 
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torn-down and their associated resources released- If 
the node being deleted is such an ingress node or an 

egress.- node.,- __then the_ .central ..protocol manager 

automatically tears-down the corresponding communications 
5 path. If the deduced change is a node deletion or a node 

addition, then the central protocol manager determines 
whether the node on which it is running is an ingress 
node, i.e., whether any paths previously traversed the 
deleted node or currently traverse the newly added node 
10 and originate on the node on which this instance of the 

central protocol manager is resident. If the central 
|f| protocol manager determines that it is running on such an 

ingress node, then the central protocol manager 
automatically modifies the forwarding state defining the 
" 15 data transmission channel of the corresponding 

'^3 communications path according to the deduced topology 

ii. changes. In a preferred embodiment, the central protocol 

IL: manager automatically modifies^ the forwarding state of 

the communications path by sending a PATH message 
2 0 carrying an Explicit Route Object, which contains the 

modified explicit route that the . PATH message is to 
follow. If the central protocol manager is not running 
on such an ingress node, then no further action is taken. 
Topology changes such as node additions and node 
25 deletions may therefore be detected and established and 

communications paths may be modified to incorporate such 
changes without necessitating the tear-down of data paths 
that are still viable despite those changes. 
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Other features, functions, and aspects of the 
invention will be evident from the Detailed Description 
of„ the_.Invent ion that follows .* 



5 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWING 

The invention will be more fully understood with 
reference to the following Detailed Description of • the 
Invention in conjunction with the drawings of which: 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram depicting a communications 
10 , system in accordance with the present invention, in which 
the system includes a communications network having 
separate control and data paths interconnecting nodes on 
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m 

H the network; 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram depicting a signaling 
15 software stack employed by the nodes of the 

£3 communications network of Fig, 1; 

Fig. 3 is a flow diagram depicting a first method of 
l[j programming and maintaining the communications paths of 

ix the communications network of Fig. 1; and 

20 Fig. 4 is a flow diagram depicting a second method 

of programming and maintaining the communications paths 
of the communications network of Fig. 1. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
25 Systems and methods are disclosed for performing 

circuit reestablishment and tear-down in a highly 

available communications network. Such circuit 

reestablishment and tear-down is performed without 

requiring manual intervention by an operator of the 
30 system. 
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Fig. 1 depicts an illustrative embodiment of a 
communications system 100 in accordance with the present 

invention. ^T.he_. communicatiQns__system 1,00 includes a 

communications network 102 comprising a plurality of 
nodes interconnected by a plurality of communications 
circuits or paths, and at least one source node 104 and 
at least one destination node 116 coupled to the 
communications network 102. In a preferred embodiment, 
the communications network 102 is a Multiple Protocol 
Label Switching (MPLS) based network having a ring 
topology for high bandwidth, i.e., on the order of 10 
Gbits/sec. The MPLS-based network 102 is configured to 
transfer at least one labeled communications packet from 
the source node 104 to the destination node 115 by way of 
a predetermined Label Switched Path (LSP) . The MPLS- 
based network 102 includes a plurality of nodes 106, 108, 
110, 112, and 114, in which each node preferably 
comprises a Label Switching Router (LSR) configured :to 
implement label switching on the network 102. 
Specifically, the MPLS-based network 102 includes an 
ingress LSR 106 coupled to the source node 104 by way of 
a communications path 130, and an egress LSR 112 coupled 
to the destination node 116 by way of a communications 
path 132- It is noted that the ingress LSR 106 and the 
egress LSR 112 comprise respective edge LSR's. The 
architecture for MPLS is described in detail in Internet 
Draft draft-ietf-mpls-arch-07.txt July 2000, which is 
incorporated herein by reference. 

Each of the LSR's 106, 108, 110, 112, and 114 is 
configured to forward packets (e.g., control packets and 
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data packets) to a neighboring LSR on the network 102. 
For example, each LSR 106, 108, 110, 112, and 114 may 
forward packe ts by way of ho p-to-hop^^ routing or 



explicit routing. In hop-to-hop routing, each LSR 106, 
5 108, 110, 112, and 114 determines where to forward a 

packet based on packet header information and network 
topology information. In explicit routing, each LSR 106, 
-108, 110, 112, and 114 forwards packets , along an 
established communications path, as indicated in the 
10 packet header information. As mentioned above, the MPLS- 

based network preferably has a ring topology. 
li Accordingly, the LSR' s 106, 108, 110, 112, and 114 are 

1"^ depicted in Fig. 1 as being coupled to one another in the 

shape of a closed loop, in which each LSR is coupled to 
15 two (2) neighboring LSR's. In a preferred embodiment, 

O each LSR 106, 108, 110, 112, and 114 forwards control 

I* ^ 

packets to its neighboring LSR' s by way of a signaling 
Crt protocol employing an out-of-band control technique. The 

1^ LSR's 106, 108, 110, 112, and 114 are therefore 

20 communicably coupled to their neighboring LSR' s by/ at 

least one control path and at least one data path. 
Specifically, the ingress LSR 106 is communicably coupled 
to its neighboring LSR 108 by a' control path 140 and a 
corresponding data path 150, the LSR 108 is communicably 
25 coupled to its neighboring LSR 110 by a control path 142 

and a corresponding data path 152, the LSR 110 is 
communicably coupled to the egress LSR 112 by a control 
path 144 and a corresponding data path 154, the egress 
LSR 112 is communicably coupled to its neighboring LSR 
30 114 by a control path 14 6 and a corresponding data path 
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156, and the LSR 114 is communicably coupled to the 
ingress LSR 106 by a control path 148 and a corresponding 

data— path- 15.8 .Although the LSR' s 106, 103, _ 110^ 

and 114 are configured to forward packets through the 
5 exemplary network 102 in a clockwise fashion, it should 

be understood that the communications system 100 may 
alternatively comprise counter-rotating networks. 

In the illustrated embodiment, each LSR 106, 108, 
110, 112, and 114 includes a protocol management card 
10 coupled to at least one control path and a line card 

coupled to at least one data path. For example, the LSR 
108 includes a protocol management card 120 coupled 
H between the control paths 140 and 142, and a line card 

122 coupled between the corresponding data paths 150 and 
15 152. In a preferred embodiment, the communications 

13 system 102 comprises an optical communications system. 

1^ For example, each protocol management card may include a 

Vj communications interface suitable for providing 

1^ electrical and/or optical control signals to the control 

2 0 paths coupled thereto to program (i.e., 

establish/reestablish or modify), deprogram (i.e., "tear- 
down" ) , and otherwise maintain the corresponding data 
paths; and, each line card may include a communications 
interface suitable for providing high bandwidth optical 
25 data signals (e.g.. Optical Carrier (OC) level 192) to 

the optical fiber data paths coupled thereto. 

It is noted that each of the nodes 104, 106, 108, 
110, 112, 114, and 116 included in the communications 
system 100 is typically a computerized device including 
30 at least one processor operative to execute programmed 
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instructions out of an instruction memory, which may 
comprise a Random Access Memory (RAM) or a combination of 
RAM and Read Only Memory (ROM) . Moreover, _each dev ice 
within the communications system 100 includes a 
communications interface suitable for coupling the 
respective device to the communications network 102. 
Specifically, the source node 104 includes a suitable 
communications interface (not shown) for coupling the 
source node 104 to the network 102 by way of the 
communications path 130. Similarly, the destination node 
116 includes a suitable communications interface (not 
shown) for coupling the destination node 116 to the 
network 102 by way of the communications path 132. 

Fig. 2 depicts a conceptual representation of a 
signaling software stack 200 in accordance with the 
present invention. In a preferred embodiment, the 

signaling software stack 200 is resident in and 
executable out of at least one respective memory of each 
of the LSR's 106, 108, 110, 112, and 114 (see Fig. 1). 
At the top of the stack 200 is a network management 
protocol 202 such as the Simple Network Management 
Protocol (SNMP) , which directs the flow of control 
messages to and from the layers in the stack below. The 
network management protocol 202 interfaces with an 
Application layer 204. This layer interfaces with a 
Central Protocol Manager 206, which comprises a routine 
at the next lower layer within the stack 200. The 
Central Protocol Manager 206 interfaces with a Routing 
Topology Manager 208, which comprises a routine that is 
preferably in the same layer of the stack 200 as the 
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Central Protocol Manager 206. The Central Protocol. 
Manager 206 also interfaces with a Signaling Protocol 210 
in the layer directly below. _ Finally^ th is la yer, 
interfaces with the LSR' s Switching Hardware 220, which 
may comprise the OC-192 data communications interface. 

In the illustrated embodiment, the Routing Topology 
Manager 208 is operative to acquire data relating to the 
topology of the communications network 102, and to 
provide the topology data to the Central Protocol Manager 
206. The Central Protocol Manager 206 is operative to 
send and receive control packets by way of the control 
paths including messages for monitoring, establishing, 
modifying, and tearing-down the corresponding data paths. 
For example, the Central Protocol Manager 206 may send 
control messages to determine whether a control path is 
in an operational state or a non-operational state, and 
whether a forwarding state defining a data transmission 
channel along a corresponding data path is established. 
The Central Protocol Manager 206 is further operative to 
receive the topology data from the Routing Topology 
Manager 208, deduce changes in the network topology 
therefrom, and suitably establish/modify/tear-down the 
data paths based on the deduced changes. The Signaling 
Protocol 210 niay comprise the connection-oriented 
Constraint-based Routing Label Distribution Protocol (CR- 
LDP) or the connectionless Resource - Reservation Protocol 
(RSVP-TE) . In a preferred embodiment, the Signaling 
Protocol 210 comprises the RSVP-TE protocol. 

It is understood that the communications network 102 
may comprise a Local Area Network (LAN) , a Wide Area 
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Network (WAN) , a global computer network such as the 
Internet, or any other network for communicatively 

coupAing^ . th_e respective „network nodes . Further, the 

source node 104 and the destination node 116 may comprise 
5 a computer system or some other device such as a router, 

or a switch. Such a computer system may take the form of 
a personal computer or workstation, a Personal Digital 
Assistant (PDA), an intelligent networked appliance, or a 
controller. Moreover, in alternative embodiments, the 

10 communications network 102 may comprise a non-MPLS-based 

C3 ' 

^3 network including a plurality of nodes suitably 

fp^ configured for performing the functions attributable to 

f"^ ' the respective devices described herein. 

As described above, the communications network 102 
15 (see Fig. 1) is preferably an MPLS-based network. For 

i3 example, the source node 104 may provide at least one 

Ij, unlabeled packet to the ingress edge LSR 106, which 

applies a suitable label to the unlabeled packet. In one 
embodiment, the applied label is used to program the 
20 forwarding state of the packet over several hops through 

the communications network 102, e.g., from the ingress 
LSR 106 to the egress LSR 112, In an alternative 
embodiment, the applied label is used to program the 
forwarding state of the packet to the next hop LSR, e.g., 
25 from the ingress LSR 106 to the LSR 108. Specifically, 

each LSR 106, 108, 110, 112, and 114 maintains a 
respective label switching forwarding table including a 
plurality of entries. Each entry of the forwarding table 
is indexed by the label applied to an incoming packet and 
30 typically includes an outgoing label for the packet, an 
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indication of an interface of the LSR to be used for 
forwarding the packet, and the address of the next hop 

LSR. Each LSR 106, 108.,_._11Q, 112, and 114 is c onfi gured 

to forward the packet through the MPLS-based network 102 
5 by way of the Signaling Protocol 210 (see Fig. 2) . It 

should be understood that the techniques of the presently 
disclosed cominunications system 100 are implemented by 
appropriately modifying the processing of the Signaling 
Protocol 210. 

10 Those of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate 

that the RSVP-TE protocol can be used for reserving 
routing resources on a communications network to satisfy 
particular Quality of Service (QoS) requirements of the 
data flow. Further, the RSVP-TE protocol is typically a 
15 ^^soft state" protocol. This means that any reservation 

of resources on the network will typically expire after a 
1=^ predetermined time interval unless the reservation is 

ipl periodically refreshed. LSR' s on the network can refresh 

^3 a reservation by sending PATH and RESV control messages 

20 conforming to the RSVP-TE protocol. In the conventional 

communications system, if the LSR' s do not send the PATH 
and RESV messages to refresh the reservation before the 
predetermined time interval expires, then the LSR' s tear- 
down the corresponding data path, e.g., by suitably 
25 modifying their respective label switching forwarding 

tables. The presently disclosed systems and methods may 
be used to prevent viable data paths from being 
inadvertently torn-down, and to reestablish data paths 
following changes in the topology of the communications 
30 network. 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. FJFNX-n7XX 
WEINGARTEN, SCHURGIN, 
GAGNEBIN & HAYES LLP 
TEL. (617) 542-2290 
FAX. (617) 451-0313 



-17- 



C3 



A first method of programming and maintaining 
communications paths of a communications network 

ac^cording _to_ the present invejvtion is illu stra ted by 

reference to Fig. 3. In this first method, it is 
5 understood that the communications network is an MPLS- 

based network having a ring topology. As depicted in 
step 302, an instance of the Central Protocol Manager 
resident on a first LSR sends an out-of-band control 
message such as a PATH message to at least one second LSR 
10 to refresh a reservation along a particular LSP. Next, a 

determination is made, as depicted in step 304, as to 
^4 whether the first LSR receives an RESV message from the 

Li, second LSR in response to the PATH message before the 

expiration of a predetermined time interval. For 
15 example, the instance of the Central Protocol Manager 

resident on the first LSR may employ at least one state 
timer set to expire at the end of the predetermined time 
interval. In the event that the first LSR receives the 
RESV message from the second LSR before the state timer 
20 expires, the procedure loops back to step 302 to allow 

the Central Protocol Manager to reset the state timer and 
send subsequent PATH messages. In the event that the 
state timer expires before the first LSR receives the 
RESV message from the second LSR, a determination is 
25 made, as depicted in step 306, as to whether the entire 

communications path between the first and second LSR' s is. 
established. As described above, the communications path 
may be established by programming the forwarding state of 
at least one packet over the plurality of hops between 
30 the first and second LSR's. In the event that the entire 
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communications path is established, the procedure again 
loops back to step 302. In the event that the entire 

commun ica tions path is not es tablished, _the Central_._ 

Protocol Manager automatically tears-down, as depicted in 
5 step 308, the communications path. As described above, 

the communications path may be torn-down by suitably 
modifying the respective label switching forwarding 
tables maintained by the first and second LSR' s and any 
LSR' s therebetween. In accordance with this first method 
10 of programming and maintaining communications paths of a 

i:3 communications network, established communications paths 

are not inadvertently torn-down. This means that even if 
there is a failure in a control path between a source 
node and a destination node, the corresponding data path 
" 15 will not be torn-down so long as it is an established 

C3 data path. As a result, the transfer of data between the 

1^ source' and destination nodes along the established data 

;L? path is unimpeded. 

A second method of programming and maintaining 
20 communications paths of a communications network 

according to the present invention is illustrated by 
reference to Fig. 4. In this second method, it is 
understood that the communications network is an MPLS- 
based network having a ring topology. As depicted in 
25 step 402, an instance of the Routing Topology Manager 

resident on a first LSR automatically acquires data 
relating to the topology of the communications network 
using any suitable technique. For example, the Routing 
Topology Manager may . acquire network topology data by 
30 sending appropriate out-of-band control messages to at 
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least one second LSR and receiving control messages 
including topology data in response thereto from the 
second LSR. As depicted in step j404, the Routing 
Topology Manager provides the topology data to the 
5 instance of the Central Protocol Manager resident on the 

first LSR, which uses the data to deduce any network 
topology changes. For example, the topology data may 
indicate a failure in the link (i.e., a fiber cut) 
between the first and second LSR's, a restoration of the 
10 link between the first and second LSR's, a failure of the 

X CSV 

^^i^ second LSR, or a removal (deletion) of the second LSR. 

"^J Moreover, the Routing Topology Manager may successively 

ll provide the Central Protocol Manager with topology data 

indicating, e.g., a viable link between the first and 
15 second LSR's, a subsequent failure of the link between 

!^ the first and second LSR's, a link between the first LSR 

r J 

H and a third LSR, and a link between the third LSR and the 

m second LSR. The Central Protocol Manager provided with 

this topology data may then deduce that the third LSR was 

2 0 added between the first and second LSR's. Next, a 

determination is made, as depicted in step 406, as to 
whether the instance of the Central Protocol Manager 
resident on the first LSR has deduced any changes in the 
network topology. In the event that the Central Protocol 

25 Manager has not deduced any network topology changes, the 

procedure loops back to step 402 to allow the Routing 
Topology Manager to detect further changes in the network 
topology and provide subsequent topology data to the 
Central Protocol Manager. In the event that the Central 

30 Protocol Manager has deduced changes in the network 
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topology, a determination is made, as depicted in step 
408, as to whether the changes include the addition or 
removal of a network node between_ t^e _f irstL_ and. _ s_econd_ 
LSR's- In the event that the network topology changes do 
5 not include the addition or removal of a network node, 

the procedure again loops back to step 4 02. In the event 
that the network topology changes include the addition or 
removal of a network node, a determination is made, as 
depicted in step 410, as to whether an ingress node or an 

10 egress node has been removed, i.e., whether a node has 

been removed that originated or terminated the path 
including the first LSR on which this instance of the 
Central Protocol Manager is resident. In the event that 
such an ingress or egress node has been removed from the 

15 network, the Central Protocol Manager automatically 

tears-down, as depicted in step 416, the corresponding 
communications path. In the event that such an ingress 
or- egress node has not been removed from the network, a 
determination is made, as depicted in step 412, as to 

20 whether the first LSR on which this instance of the 

Central Protocol Manager is resident comprises an ingress 
node, i.e., whether the first LSR originates the path 
that traversed a removed node or traverses an added node. 
In the event that the first LSR does not comprise such an 

25 ingress node, the procedure again loops back to step 402. 

In the event that the first LSR comprises such an ingress 
node, the Central Protocol Manager automatically 
modifies, as depicted in step 414, the communications 
path between the first and second LSR's. For example, 

30 the Central Protocol Manager may modify the forwarding 
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state defining the data transmission channel of the 
communications path by sending a PATH message carrying an 
Explicit Route Object, which_ contains the modified 
explicit route the PATH message is to follow. In 
accordance with this second method of programming and 
maintaining communications paths of a communications 
network, communications paths in which an ingress node or 
an egress node is removed are torn-down. As a result, 
the removal of an ingress or egress node does not lead to 
dangling resources. Further, the instance of the Central 
Protocol Manager resident on an ingress node 
automatically modifies a communications path following 
the addition or removal of a network node. As a result, 
the data flow between source and destination nodes 
dynamically adapts to network topology changes without 
manual intervention of an operator of the system. 

Although the above-described first and second 
methods are illustrated by reference to the separate flow 
diagrams of Figs. 3 and 4, it should be understood that 
the control flow may jump from one method to the other. 
For example, in the event it is determined, as depicted 
in step 304 (see Fig. 3), that a RESV message is received 
before the expiration of a predetermined time interval, 
the control flow may jump to step 4 02 (see Fig. 4) to 
acquire network topology data. Similarly, in the event 
it is determined, as depicted in step 306 (see Fig. 3) , 
that the entire communications path between the first and 
second LSR' s is established, the control flow may jump to 
step 402 (see Fig. 4). Moreover, the control flow paths 
looping the control flow from steps 406, 408, and 412 
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back to step 402 (see Fig. 4) may alternatively cause the 
control flow to jump to step 302 to refresh the 
reservation along the LSP. It is understood that other 
variations of the control flow are possible. 
5 It will further be appreciated by those of ordinary 

skill in the art that modifications to and variations of 
the above-described systems and methods may be made 
without departing from the inventive concepts disclosed 
herein. Accordingly, the invention should not be viewed 
10 as limited except as by the scope and spirit of the 

C3 

.3 appended claims. 
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